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BliTBiCI • 

Tbia papar disctfSses tba natora of tba infant social' 
ftorld. ' Infants davalop attacbaanta to botb patanta. Patbar-ckild and 
f|i«thac*cbild calationsbips ara gaal^ativaly diff arant.. Tbay i'nvolra 
|llffar«at typas of azpariancas .and -nava diffarant iaplicationa^fo^ 
%km jcbild*s pf^csoBaliiy dav^lopaant* Tba f atbars* sax- diffarant'ia ting 
Miiwlor. fB^easas tba cbildren'f raspecially tba boys*'-- attantioa oa 
tba aaaa'sax parant. Barly parant'^infant intar actions any facilitata 
r#«MI«c rola acfaisition. Sibling n aaaa to play an iapoctaat rola in 
[ faeilitatiag infjat aastary oirar tba inaniaata anvironaant. It 
[ ivpittra tbat infaiHs ara not attacbad to tbfir pxascbool-agad 
Lj^liao* <«t fiblings nay still azart an iaportant iapact o.n Infant 
|||«ralopa«nt« Parant-infant and sibling^infant ralationabipa bbjbb 
I aada^seora tlia aaad for tbaory aad rasaarcb on tba coaplazity add 
^ aalti4£a«asioaality of tba i])f ant social aorld.' a«tbor/JI£) . 
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, . ' -^Por the last, three years, t have been engaged ftf researc^^ alme4 at^ 
^describing the nature of the Infant social world/ Hy Initial focus vas . 
on*famlly*rlnfant relations^ although my students and, I have sl^^e turned # 

our atrtentlQu to extr^afaioillal relationships as we^, 

• ft X ' 

When t embarked on this program .of research, we. were cresting a wave 

of research and theorizing concerning the ittoth^t'-lnfMit relationship: In 

the eyes •f contemporary ^sy cholbglsts , nothing existed In the Infantas 

world save Its mother. As a result, the flr^ stu4y was a home-ftased 

longitudinal Investigation of th| development of Infant-mother and Infant 

IT 

father attachments fLamb, vl976b, JL977c, 1977d), This project had two 
m^Jqr goals: to ' ^etemrlne whether young Infants developed equivalent 
^^attachments to both parents and idiether the mother-Infant ,and father- 

f'i > ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' 

' *^ant relationships were qualitatively similar ^or dl£fei;ent« 



. To addres? the fl^st question, we recorded the occurrence of- a 

f V 

^ variety of\l>ehavlors which should, according to attachment theortets, be 
directed to Attachment figures more often than to non^attacbnent figures^ 
The frequencies with which these behaviors %m:^jdlrected to mothers, ' 
' fathers, 'and an unf£pilllar Investigator 'were|thei^||^pared« 'the resull^s 
were q^lte clear cut« Between^ 7 and 24 months of age^ the Infants . 
showed prisferences for both parents ^ver the visitor on the attachment 
^ behavior .measures. More Impor^ntly, they Showed no {Reference tgr 
either par^t over the other between 7 and 13 months of age« Frott 15 
^ months, they showed slgnlt leant and consistent prefertocea for th^lr 

fathers, " , . 

, , These data Illustrate quite convincingly that Infants develop attAch 
ments to both thels parentfiT, although the data concerning preferen<^e8' 
deserve further comment. Alnsworth has stated — and I agree with herr^ 



thAt trut preferences among attachiqent flares are unljUcely^ to* he revealed 
ill 8tre88«-free settings au^h aa ttiose sajnpled by my home o^ejivatloti pro^ 
• cedure* J Under stress, hoveveY, bahle^ should reduce the cdnount of tnter^ 
action with si^bsldlary attachment figures, ^nd focus- their behavior more 
narrowly upon primary attacTment figures. Jn stressful laboratorjr sltua- 
tlons at both 12 and 18 month^, in fact, we found that infants overwhelm- 

« 

ingly turned to their mothers when* they had the choice OLamb)» 1976a,' 19768), 
,Wien they did not ^ve the choioe, they organized their behavior identi- 
cally around whichever parent was with them« This confirmed that the 
infants were attached to both parents although mothers were clcArlx.pre- 
ferred. « ' 

The fact that babies are attached to ^h parents may be relatively 
unimportant if one relationship^ is redundant, Th^ implicit assumption 



of those who u^rge that attention be focused on' the' ffitherrinfant rela4" 
tionshlp is that the father-dhild and mothef-child |^elatlonships are 
qualitatively diff erent~th^ they involve different typ^es of experiences 
and hence .have diff^ent Implications for the child •'s personality develop- 
ment (cf. {««mb, 1976c). To test this assumption^ we focused on two Im- 

portent interactional coptexlts — tho^e centered around holding the. in'^. 

• *^ • 

• / 
fant,' and those involving parent-D^fant play. Analysis of the home ob- 

' ^eWation trtoacripts revealed that fathers and mothers indeed provided 
very different types of experiences for their infants. Mothers held ^ « 
their infants primarily to inlMate'some caretakljag^ activity* oi;^ to i 
restrain them* When^they play^, it was typicad.ly a conventional' game 
(like peek-a-boo ^ pat-a-cafce)* or else Involved brief toy* stimlilatlon. 
Fathers,' by contrast ^ typically picked up their babies to play with. them', ^ 
and pla]^cul physically stimulating or unindictable games. Not surprisingly, 
the babies responded more positively' t6 play and physical contadt*with 



thtir 'Mther»» 

These. dataware Important » for they indicate that ittothera and' father^ 
represent different types <of experiences for their Infants « ^If one assumes 
that different types ^f experiences are associated With « different out^ 
GOBM^ then l^.seetfs likely that the mother-Infant a^id father-infant re^ 
laticmshlps may have independent and dlf ferentlable Impllcatiotl^ for tjya 
course of personality development. You will note, furthermore, tliat the 
types of 'experiences the parents represent are related tO|the sex-roles 
they asspme. This sXigges^ that the differences between the aother*- 
infant and father-infant relationships may hef especially important in 
^he development of sex roles Some other evidence/ supports tfils.^ Fitst, 
we found that the fathers were twice as active in interaction with their • 
sons as with their ^daughters during the second yeart Further, they were 
^twice as active in interaction^ with their sons as ^ffxe the mothers, wiio * 
did not differentiate between soAs and daughters in thla way; Although, 
the' timing was inconsistent, making empirical verlflcatlo& difficult, 
the observers also reported a temporary withdrawal of fathers from their 
'daughters during the second year (Lamb, 1977e). . 

/The net impact of the father^* sex-dlf ferentlatlng behay^or was ^o^' 
Increase their relative salience in the eyes of their sona, and the re- 
lative salience of theii; wives in the eyes of thfelr dauj^ers^ In othe^ * 
wordf , tW fathers* behavior served to fo.cus the children ^jiy-espedially 
the boys*^ — attentipn on the. same sIm^ parent, Thw were at>parently 
.successful in this endeavor. Analyses revealed that by 24 months, 9QZ^ 
of £he boys Interacted preferentially with their fathera while the^ 

majority of the cHlldren preferring their mothers were glipls (J^b, i977e)^ 

(I * 

The facts a) that parents beh^ave in sex-stereo typed' fashion 

^ ■ , ■ • ■ f • " 

b) that fathers act Inr a way that Increases the relative 



11^ a way tha| p.i 

5 - ■ t 



• sallenee of the same-sex parent In the Infant's eyes and 
c) t;ha)t Infants Ho in fact focu9 attention on the &ame-sex " 

parent 

all suggest that early father-Infant' Interactions taay greatly facilitate 

gender role acqulsiti;i,on, * ' , 

, ^ Mothers and fathers, then, may pl^y slghlf leant and differentiate . 

4 

r1>le8 In the psychosocial development of their children, Vhatever the 
difference^ however J both relationships Involve adults whose explicit 
responsibility It Is to socialize their children^ Siblings inay^ represent 
important relationships of an entirely different t^e, yet their role 
has been. Ignored almost completely. 

Thus far", we have conducted four studies of sibling'^infant Interac 
tlon (Lamb, 19V7a, ^977f, 1977g, 1978a). Th^se have dnvtolved H, 18, 
and 21 month old Infants Interacting with siblings who were 2Qr-A0 montha 
ol4dr than them: All observations have been made in standardized labora^ 
tory settings in which infants ^have access to their pai;ents as well as 
to thelt siblings. .1 

The, findings have beep^ revealing, ^rst, there is very little direct ' 
.interaction between siblings in the novel laboratory setting « Both infanta 
and preschoolers interact more with their parents than with their slblli^gs. 
However, when we examine the types of interaction, we find< som^ interest- - 

' ^ V • V • „ 

ing asymmetries in the patterns of interaction,' The al<ier childr^^lo ^pot 

* , » 

direct much of their .behavior t(^rd infant siblings « When *they do aoimow^ 

ladgiB th« others, they are most likely to vocalize or to proffer toys. 
The Infants, by ^ptrast, appear to be inordii^ateiy fnterasted in thair^ 
siblings* actlvllfies- They. monitor them and their activity and take^^ia-- — 
^primary respo'^slblllty for maintaining proximity. Infants watch their 
siblings* acts rather than the siblings themselves, whereas the* reverse 



18 .true of the older children* Further^ the Infants ^re far. mor^ likely , 
thAn the older children both to ti^e over toyp recently abandoned 'by the 
her and to imitate the others* behavior, i 

These j^ae|fs all suggfest that siblings play an important role 'fnr. 
facilitating masteiry over the inanJjnate environment « Feers* appear td 

play A ^l^iilar role (cf, Rubenstein & Howes, 1976)*, although, we find 

\ * « ' - * 

i \ * 

that Ini^ts interact mainly with thei^ ^ibllilgs ^en they are able to 

\ * * , • "f -V ^ *' ^ - > ' 

choose an^ng siblings, siblings^ peers, ancl peers CLcuDb, 1977g)'« 

\ • ' ' 

Clearly, parents and siblings appear tq Ihfluence v&ty 'different 

. ' ' ' . ■ \ \ ' ■' 

aapTCts of development' during infancy. Some q.ther»data are relevant alaoia 
Usually, the entrance of a third person reduces the amount of inter- 
action between the members of a dyad (Lamb, 1978b^, HkHn^ver, the entrance 
of a sibling d(^ not affect the levjljls of parent<*lnfant interaction ^ 
like the entrance of a parent does (tamb, 1977a), Similarly, the en«^ 
trance of a parent reduces the amount of parent -infant^ tnteri^ction but 
has no effect .on the^ amount Df sibling-infant interaction (J^b, 1978a) « 
These data provide confirmatory — albeit dircumstantial — ^idence ^that parents 
and children dlndeed represent different Ijiteractlonal systeas, 

' Using all traditional c'rlterla. One wouXd have to conclude from our 
data and those gathered in rur^l Kenya by Carolyni Edvarda^ '(Edwards & 
Whiting, 197$) that infants ar^ not attached to » their preschool^agCMl 
siblings. This does not mean, however, that siblings are unimportant. 
They may be unimportant #s attachment objects, aa sources of security, '\ 
and as caretakers, yet they may still exert a rather ia|>ortaLt impact on' 
the Infants* development. More generally, the data we have gathered 
concerning both parent -^Jjtif ant and slbling^infant^elationahlps underscore 
the need for theorists to go, beyond the simplistic notion that the nos^t 
Important task in research on infaivt social relet Ions ^Is ko identify^ the ^ 



/ Infantas attachment, figures. Equally apparent Is the ne^ to acknowledge, 



in Wth theory and research, the con\plexlty and nrultidlmenslonallty of 



the Infant social vorld (Lamb, 1977b). 
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